
 

Surrendering to God’s Sovereignty, Even When 
it’s Difficult

 urrendering is giving up resistance 
 after realizing such efforts are futile. 
 It is unconditionally acknowledging 
 the discrepancy between “what is” 
 and “what ought to be”. It is willingly 
going downstream of the river of life instead 
of desperately trying to paddle upstream. It 
is resilience and not defiance. A lot of times 
it is looked down upon in today’s culture. We 
are told not to give up and not to bow our 
heads to adversity. It is very hard for us to 
surrender, because we want to control the 
outcome and we unconsciously resist the 
inevitable. There are right times and places 
for us to stand our ground and brace the 
storm. But what about times when we know 
that we need to submit to God’s sovereignty 
but are unwilling to do so? Sometimes, the 
best course of action is to surrender. 

Every winter, I go back to China to spend 
time with my parents. It is my most 
anticipated time during the year because I 
get to be with my family for Christmas.  
During the winter break after the fall 
semester of my sophomore year, a tragedy 
struck my family that completely derailed my 
life. While my dad was on a short business 
trip, my mom and I got a phone call from the 
highway police that there was a car wreck on 
the highway and my dad was in critical 
condition. 5 minutes later, we got another 

call informing us that my dad has passed 
away. I was in complete shock. I could not 
and refused to believe a loving God would 
allow this tragedy to happen. For a very long 
time, I thought I deserve to know why and 
that God owed me an answer. My faith was 
hampered by my constant questioning.  2 
years later, standing in front of my father’s 
grave, I still struggle to reconcile God’s 
nature to this tragedy. It felt like I was 
fumbling in the dark without my glasses. 
 
But God led me to see my stubbornness. I 
realized that when I insist to get an answer 
from God, I was bounded by my obstinacy 
and my judgement was clouded by my 
single-minded pursuit. My limited exposure 
to God allowed me develop certain 
preconceptions about God and I childishly 
expected the creator of the universe to 
behave according to my expectations. But 
God cannot be placed in a box and He is 
infinitely bigger than what I can imagine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It brings peace and freedom because I no 
longer demand to know the answer and I am 
at ease with the fact that “what is” is not
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Surrendering to God’s sovereignty 
means trusting that God is good 
even during times when I can’t 
understand His goodness.
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bound by “what ought to be”. I do not need 
to speculate as to why God would allow my 
dad to pass away, but rest with the simple 
assurance that God has a wonderful plan for 
my life, as described in Jeremiah 29: 11:  

Surrendering is admitting that there is so 
much that I do not know about God and His 

plan. Although I still don’t know why God 
allowed the tragedy to happen, I will choose 
to hold on to His goodness. Maybe Mr. 
Beaver in CS Lewis’ “The Lion, the Witch & 
the Wardrobe” says it best:  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

“Safe? Who said anything about 
Safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But He’s 
good. He’s the King, I tell you.”


